


THE AIRPORT

The Columbus Airport (CSG) is owned and operated by the
Columbus Airport Commission (Commission) and originally
began as a facility to provide airmail service to the Columbus,
Georgia area. The Commission is a policy-making body and
oversees airport management. Currently, the airport has a large
percentage of general aviation traffic with Delta Airlines providing
commercial service to the greater Columbus area. Service from
Delta originally began in 1968 and continues today with Delta
Connection service to its vast connecting system in Atlanta. The
airport sits on 680 acres with two runways and a modern two-
story, 7 gate terminal that was completed in 1991. Airport
improvements to the taxiway and electrical vault will be underway
beginning in May thanks to a $4 million grant from the FAA. 

The Columbus Airport is centrally located with quick access to
Uptown Columbus and an easy drive for West Georgia & East
Alabama travelers. The airport prides itself on providing fast and
efficient service, without long lines for security that would be
experienced by passengers boarding in Atlanta. The Airport is
located within minutes of Fort Benning, a self-sustaining military
community in excess of 100,000 military, family members, reserve
component soldiers, retirees & civilian workers. Columbus'
diverse economic base includes headquarters of AFLAC
insurance, Carmike Cinemas, Char-Broil, Synovus, TSYS, and
Tom's Snack Foods. 

Columbus is a non-hub, primary commercial service airport
with over 60,000 enplanements annually. The airport maintains
a vibrant general aviation environment with over 150 based
aircraft in corporate and individual hangars. The current year
operating budget is $6.2 million and the capital budget is $4
million. The Airport has a staff of 32 full-time employees and 19
part-time employees and operates the airport's FBO. There are
over 600 airline, ground transportation, concessionaire, security,
federal government and Airport tenant employees providing a
direct economic impact of more than $70.1 million for the
Columbus metro area economy.
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COLUMBUS, GEORGIA

Columbus, Georgia, the 3rd largest city in the Peach state, is home to
250,000 residents, and has something to please everyone. Once
Georgia’s last frontier outpost, Columbus offers history, theatre, arts,
sports and more. The city was ranked number 4 on the 100 Best U.S.
Cities to live by Best Life Magazine.

Columbus is one of Georgia's three Fall Line Cities, along with
Augusta and Macon. The Fall Line is where the hilly lands of the
Piedmont plateau meet the flat terrain of the coastal plain. This gives
Columbus a varied landscape of rolling hills on the north side and flat
plains on the south. The Chattahoochee River is the major river that
runs through Columbus. 

Home to Fort Benning, a United States Army Post, there are several
intriguing military museums in town, including the National Civil
War Naval Museum, and the National Infantry Museum and Soldier
Center, which contains one of the largest collections of military art
and artifacts, and follows the steps of the American Infantryman
soldier across two centuries of perseverance and bravery. Along with
military history, The Columbus Museum, founded in 1953, is one of
the largest museums in the Southeast and is unique for its dual
concentration on American art and regional history, displayed in both
its permanent collection as well as temporary exhibitions.

Uptown-Downtown – In Columbus, residents use the terms ‘uptown’
and ‘downtown’ synonymously. But however you choose to say it, the
area is rich in history

and culture. It is home to many Antebellum homes, most listed in the
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), including the 1839
Goetchius House, the Dinglewood House, the Garrett-Bullock House,
and the Mott House. Columbus has a thriving live entertainment and
performing arts scene, and many of the venues sit in the
Uptown/Downtown district, which is the heart of the city. This area
contains striking architecture dating as far back as the late 19th century.
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IMPORTANT LINKS
Columbus Airport Website

Greater Columbus GCC

Official Website for Columbus

Columbus Convention & Visitors Bureau

Columbus Civic Center

http://www.columbusciviccenter.org/
http://visitcolumbusga.com/
http://www.columbusga.com/
http://www.columbusgachamber.com/
http://www.flycolumbusga.com/


MUSIC, THE ARTS & EDUCATION

Music and the Arts – the Columbus Symphony Orchestra is the second
orchestra founded in our nation. The CSO has long been considered one of the
Southeast’s premier musical ensembles. Or perhaps you’d enjoy catching a
performance at the Springer Opera House, a spectacular, red plush-and-gilt
theatre built by Francis Joseph Springer, an immigrant from Alsace who moved
to Columbus before the War Between the States. It opened February 21, 1871,
and soon became known as the finest theatre house between Washington and
New Orleans. Although reputed to be haunted, it was designated as the official
State Theatre of Georgia in 1971 by then Governor Jimmy Carter. A National
Historic Landmark since 1975, the Springer Opera House operates today as a
working theatre, presenting year-round entertainment on two stages, as well as
offering formal theatre training and educational programming. Located in the
heart of historic Uptown Columbus, RiverCenter for the Performing Arts is the
centerpiece of the city’s new arts and entertainment district, offering theatre,
concerts and performers from around the globe.

Education – Columbus, GA is home to Columbus State University. In addition,
Troy State University has a campus at Fort Benning and in nearby Phenix City.
Auburn University is also nearby in Montgomery, AL and several technical
colleges are in the area that provide excellent education facilities.

OUTDOOR FUN

Outdoor Fun – new on the horizon, the River City Rush is slated to open
on May 25, 2013. This attraction is the longest urban whitewater rafting
course in the world, and promises to bring hundreds of visitors and
countless jobs to the area. The Chattahoochee River is being brought
back to its natural state with the release of the Eagle & Phenix and City
Mills Dams. This incredible release will also restore the natural habitat of
many aquatic species, including the shoal bass and fresh water mussel,
making it a fisherman’s paradise. If you are looking for an adventure you
can travel from the northern most navigable waterway to The Gulf of
Mexico on the Chattahoochee River. For a slower-paced outdoor
experience, visit Callaway Gardens; 14,000 acres of pristine natural
woodlands and stunning floral displays. 
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DINING, SHOPPING & SPORTS

Dining – Columbus is home to a variety of superb restaurants. Locals
enjoy Ezell’s Catfish Cabin, where diners can feast on Southern fried
catfish and “Georgia Ice Cream” (aka cheese grits). For another unique
dining experience, consider the Dinglewood Pharmacy; an actual
working pharmacy with a real, old-fashioned lunch counter and soda
fountain. The house specialty here is the ‘scramble dog’; a hot dog with
various accompaniments that locals adore but may be an acquired taste. A
trendy option is the Meritage Café, offering hand-crafted martinis and
cocktails, a full tapas menu and tantalizing entrees to please every palate.

Shopping – There is a multitude of shopping venues from specialty
boutiques and artisanal shops to several shopping plazas. For a fun
shopping experience, spend an afternoon at The International
Marketplace. It houses the Lunchbox Museum, which claims to have the
world’s largest collection with over 1,000 lunchboxes. The Southern
Stoneware Museum displays a collection of stoneware pots, syrup jugs
and other items. The Phenix City Story Museum honors the 1955 movie,
“The Phenix City Story.” The marketplace also has an antique mall, classic
and specialty cars, vintage gas and oil collectibles and a restaurant. Also
enjoyable is a visit to Brother’s General Store, a family-friendly general
store with homemade candies, ice cream, lunch specials and gifts. Their
motto? “If we can’t make you smile, your skin is too tight.”

Sports – Prefer to watch professionals play? Columbus has a professional
hockey team, the Columbus Cottonmouths and an arena football team,
the Columbus Lions; both play at the Columbus Civic Center. To get in
on the action, visit the Psalmond Road Supercenter. This large sports
complex has four little league fields, a swimming pool with splash play
area, a full size baseball field, a gymnasium and a full fitness center. The
Northside Park Supercenter also has little league fields as well as a football
field. Both facilities have organized leagues and activities for people 
of all ages.
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JOB DESCRIPTION

Airport Director
CSG provides this unique opportunity for an exceptional, proactive leader
that combines diplomacy with consensus building in developing and
managing a participatory, team oriented work environment. The Airport
Director serves as the chief executive officer, responsible for the overall
management and administration of CSG. The Airport Director plans,
directs, and coordinates the work of staff personnel and administers
policies and directives of the Commission. This position reports directly
to the Board of Commissioners.

THE IDEAL CANDIDATE

The ideal candidate will be a creative, energetic, proactive leader who
exhibits a passion in development and management of a team-orientated
work environment. Our new director will be a persuasive communicator
with the ability to work with people at all levels of the organization, have
an open-door policy, and provide thorough information and expertise to
assist the Commission in creating and setting policy. The candidate will
have the ability and desire to engage with the community to enhance
awareness and advocacy for this customer-service focused airport. 

A Bachelor’s degree is required in Airport Management, Business
Administration or closely related field. A Master’s degree is desirable. To
be considered, you will be employed as an airport executive with at least 
five (5) years of increasingly responsible, applicable experience in
commercial-service airport management with experience at a senior level
executive position. A.A.E accreditation also preferred. If you do not
possess an accreditation, the Commission will require a commitment to
achieve CM status within 12 months and A.A.E. accreditation within 
24 months. 
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REQUIREMENTS

You will have demonstrated strong interpersonal and technical skills to
build a collaborative approach to operating a safe facility, increasing
aviation activities, expanding facilities and generating new revenue
opportunities. You will possess a working knowledge of principles and
practices of modern airport management, which has been acquired
through verifiable work experience and education. You will have varied
airport administration experience with strong leadership skills, solid
interpersonal relationship skills, strong business acumen, and a track
record of employee development. You will be politically astute, with a
record of earning the respect and trust of others. 

The successful candidate will have worked directly with the airline
industry in pursuing air service development opportunities; have
experience working with the general aviation community to support
healthy operations; have experience in business development and revenue
generating activity; have a high level of diplomacy and work well with the
Commission, the community, the media and local, state or federal
officials, with hands on experience working with others to receive
financial support for airport development and growth; and have a proven
record of unquestionable character and integrity. 

COMPENSATION & BENEFITS
Starting salary range is $115,000 - 150,000

Excellent benefits including car allowance and relocation package.

HOW TO APPLY:
Please submit a cover letter, resume, and a minimum of five professional airport references with phone and email
address, including your working relationship to them, to ADK Executive Search at: CSG@adkexecutivesearch.com.

Only complete electronic submissions will be considered. 

Please complete the online ADK employment application form at: ADK Application Form (this is a secure link).

Filing Deadline: Saturday, May 25, 2013

Email Questions to: CSG@adkexecutivesearch.com.
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