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November 22, 2021 
 
Allegheny County Airport Authority Names Valerie Townsend as Director, Airport Security 
 
PITTSBURGH, PA – The Allegheny County Airport Authority has named 
Valerie Townsend as Director, Airport Security for the Pittsburgh 
International Airport (PIT). She began her new position on November 15, 
2021. 

Ms. Townsend brings a strong background in policing and Federal agency 
work with the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) and 
Homeland Security. Most recently, she was the Chief of Police for the 
Chatham University Police Department in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. She 
has also served as a Section Chief for Homeland Security/TSA where she 
worked in the Office of Security Operations – Compliance Programs as Supervisory 
Transportation Security Specialist. 

"I am excited to be joining the Allegheny County Airport Authority at the Pittsburgh 
International Airport.  I look forward to returning to the aviation community and the 
opportunity to serve the community.  It's an honor and pleasure to be welcomed aboard."  

Ms. Townsend is a Certified Personal Protection Specialist. 
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About ADK Consulting & Executive Search 

ADK Consulting & Executive Search is a retained consulting and search firm based in 
Jacksonville, Florida. Founded in 2003, the company performs Executive Searches, 
Management Consulting, Organizational Development, and Staffing. ADK has worked with over 
160 U.S. airports that have utilized the company’s consulting services including organizational 
development, strategic planning, succession planning, board consultation and more. After 
starting in aviation/aerospace, ADK has expanded into other public sector industries including 
cities and counties, ports and transit as well as private sector companies and consulting firms. 
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ADK has filled more airport senior executive positions than any other search firm and has 
placed hundreds of C-Suite airport positions including over 120 airport CEOs and airport 
directors. Additionally, the company has placed CEOs for national and state associations in 
aviation and transportation industries. ADK is also affiliated with the international executive 
search firm, The Kilpatrick Group, in Lugano, Switzerland. 
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