
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
May 10, 2022 
 
The City of Palm Springs Appoints Harry Barrett as Executive Director 
 
PALM SPRINGS, CA – The Interim Executive Director of Palm Springs International 
Airport has been named its new Executive Director, City Manager Justin Clifton 
announced today.  

Harry Barrett, A.A.E. has served as the Airport’s Interim Executive Director since 
December 2021, when former Executive Director Ulises Aguirre retired.  

Mr. Barrett was first hired in Palm Springs as Deputy Director of Operations and 
Maintenance in April of 2020. He served in that role for just over a year when he was 
promoted to Assistant Airport Director in July of 2021. Mr. Barrett currently 
oversees a $27 million operating budget, directs all aspects of financial and capital 
programs, recently launched three new airlines and is in the process of negotiating 
airline use agreements between 13 airlines. Since his arrival in Palm Springs, Barrett 
has overseen an $11 million terminal passenger loading bridge replacement project, coordinated phase and move 
logistics between 11 airlines during the Airport’s $36 million ticket lobby and TSA expansion project, and designed 
COVID-19 response protocol and passenger protections measures.  

“Harry Barrett’s knowledge and expertise about the operations and projects ongoing at Palm Springs International 
Airport make him the right choice to serve as our next executive director,” said City Manager Justin Clifton. “I am 
thankful we have an experienced airport executive whose proven management skills have kept PSP on an 
excellent course.”  

Prior to Palm Springs, Mr. Barrett served for five years as the City of Renton, Washington’s Airport Manager from 
2015-2020. From February 2014 to June 2015, he served as a Landside Supervisor at Seattle-Tacoma International 
Airport where he assisted integrating rideshare services into airport operations. In addition, he served as an 
Airport Operations Specialist at Bellingham International Airport from August 2012 to February 2014.  

Prior to working for municipal airports, Mr. Barrett also served 11 years from 2001- 2012 as a lead flight examiner 
and then aviation management section chief for the United States Air Force.  

Mr. Barrett currently serves as Committee Vice-Chair of Industrial and Military Relations for the American 
Association of Airport Executives as well as Committee Chair and California legislative representative, Diversity 
and Inclusion, for the Southwest Chapter, American Association of Airport Executives. Mr. Barrett holds an MBA in 
Global Management from Arizona State University.  

“Over the past several years, Palm Springs International Airport has continued to grow and flourish as one of the 
premier airports in Southern California and beyond,” said Mr. Barrett. “As we continue to bring new airlines and 
passengers to the Palm Springs destination, I am honored to take the helm and I look forward to continuing those 
efforts with the City Manager, Council, Staff and our tourism partners.” 

### 

Source: Palm Springs International Airport 

https://palmspringsairport.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/New-Airport-Director.pdf


ADK Consulting & Executive Search is a retained consulting and search firm based in Jacksonville, Florida. 
Founded in 2003, the company performs Executive Searches, Management Consulting, and Organizational 
Development. ADK has worked with over 160 U.S. airports that have utilized the company’s consulting services 
including executive searches, organizational development, strategic planning, succession planning, board 
consultation and more. After starting in aviation/aerospace, ADK has expanded into other public sector industries 
including cities and counties, ports and transit as well as private sector companies and consulting firms. 

ADK has filled more airport senior executive positions than any other search firm and has placed hundreds of C-
Suite airport positions including over 130 airport CEOs and airport directors. Additionally, the company has 
placed CEOs for national and state associations in aviation and transportation industries. ADK is also affiliated 
with the international executive search firm, The Kilpatrick Group, in Lugano, Switzerland. 

www.adkexecutivesearch.com 

 

http://www.adkexecutivesearch.com/

