The City of Palm Springs invites applications for

Executive Director

Palm Springs International Airport (PSP)
Palm Springs, CA

Executive Search Services Provided By ADK Consulting & Executive Search

The Airport
Palm Springs International Airport, owned and
operated by the City of Palm Springs, California, is
located two miles east of downtown Palm Springs.
Palm Springs is a charter city operating under the City
Manager/Council form of government.
Palm Springs International Airport is managed by 58
full-time staff from the City of Palm Springs and is
provided advisory direction from the Airport Commission.
The Airport Commission consists of nineteen members
appointed by the City Council. Ten members reside in
and represent the City Palm Springs, eight members
reside in and represent the eight Coachella Valley cities,
and one member represents Riverside County.
Eleven airlines serve Palm Springs International Airport
with nonstop flights to more than 30 airports which
include major hubs offering travel possibilities to over
500 cities worldwide. Some airlines and routes operate
on a seasonal basis.
Two major fixed base operators (FBO’s) provide a
complete range of aviation services to general aviation
aircraft used by individuals and companies for personal
and business purposes.
Palm Springs International Airport has just been named
“Best Small U.S. Airport” in the annual The Points Guy
travel website reader’s choice awards and has been
named one of the TOP 10 U.S. “Most Stress Free
Airports” by Smartertravel.com.
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The Community
Greater Palm Springs
Greater Palm Springs is Southern California’s most
storied resort oasis. Greater Palm Springs encompasses
nine cities — Palm Springs, Desert Hot Springs,
Cathedral City, Rancho Mirage, Palm Desert, Indian
Wells, La Quinta, Indio and Coachella — each offering
its own blend of experiences as endless as its blue
skies.
Appealing to residents and visitor alike, Palm springs is
nestled in an oasis of warmth and abundant sunshine
and offers a year-round lifestyle of amazing art and
culture to incredible outdoor adventures. The 33rd
Annual Palm Springs International Film Festival will
be held January 2022. From more than 100 local golf
courses, high-end international dining experiences, with
creative fares and local cuisine, all ensure an enjoyable
and fulfilling lifestyle!

CITY OF PALM SPRINGS MISSION
STATEMENT:

“Palm Springs is an inclusive world class
city dedicated to providing excellent
and responsive public services to
enhance the quality of life for current and
future generations.”

Palm Springs is a unique desert resort city in Riverside
County, California, within the Colorado Desert’s
Coachella Valley, covering approximately 94 square
miles, making it the largest city in Riverside County by
land area.
Palm Springs is a full-service City with excellent cultural
amenities and great parks. Everything is nearby in Palm
Springs, whether hiking, shopping, seeing a movie or
enjoying a great meal.
Palm Springs gained more fame in the 1920s when
Hollywood movie stars including Bob Hope, Lena Horne,
Howard Hughes, Alan Ladd, Liberace, Dean Martin,
Debbie Reynolds, and Frank Sinatra made it their
weekend retreat of choice, being only a 2-hour drive
east of the Hollywood studios in Los Angeles. Once the
trendy playground of Hollywood stars, Palm Springs still
maintains its chic charm.

page 3

The Community
Since the 1920s, visionary modernist architects have
designed sleek, modern homes that have embraced
the desert environment. The dramatic geographic
surroundings of the Coachella Valley inspired a
design aesthetic in the middle of the 20th Century now
called Desert Modernism.
The exteriors of Desert Modern homes first and foremost
reflect the beauty of the surrounding landscape, through
large windows that let the outside in, low, sleek lines
that make buildings blend in with the scenery and
open interiors that keep that airy desert feeling. Desert
Modernism uses natural building materials like wood and
stone to blur the line between man-made and nature
made. Buildings are often neutrally colored in whites,
light grays and tans to keep the home exteriors cool and
seamless with the neutral-toned landscape. True to its
midcentury modern roots, less is more.
Modernism Week in February 2022 will include over
350 activities including a golf tourney at the new 18-hole
“Golf Par-Tee and Tournament,” with pre-and postparties, paying homage to the ‘50s when everyone was
on the fairways. Additionally, the first-ever celebration
of Black History Month (February) will present “Stories
Untold: Black Modernists in Southern California,”
including architect A. Quincy Jones and Palm Springs
developer Lawrence Crossley. Retro home tours in more
than 25 neighborhoods, a classic car show, landscape
and garden tours, self-guided tours, fashion events, talks
with world-class speakers and much more!
The beautiful Palm Springs Downtown Park is a 1.5-acre
public open space in the heart of downtown. It offers
a shady oasis for residents and visitors near the Palm
Springs Art Museum and the vibrant retail hub along
Palm Canyon Drive. It is located at the intersection
of Belardo Road and Museum Way adjacent to the
“Forever Marilyn” statue. Among the many other special
events during the year are the Festival of Lights Parade
and Village Fest every Thursday night in downtown Palm
Springs.
Indian Canyons are the ancestral home of the Agua
Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians. These canyons
are especially sacred to the Cahuilla people and are
historically significant. The Cahuilla people thrived there
for thousands of years. The Palm Springs Downtown
Park design draws inspiration from local natural features
of Indian Canyons. For example, Indian Canyons has
the largest natural grove of a particular palm tree that
is indigenous to Palm Springs that makes you feel like
you are in Indian Canyons, exploring the new downtown
nature.
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The Community
The Palm Springs Aerial Tramway in Palm Springs,
California, is the #1 attraction in Palm Springs and is
the largest rotating aerial tramway in the world. It was
opened in September 1963 as a way of getting from
the floor of the Coachella Valley to near the top of San
Jacinto Peak and was constructed in rugged Chino
Canyon. Before its construction, the only way to the top
of the mountain was to hike for hours on foot.
Serving more than 23,000 students, the Palm Springs
Unified School District has 16 elementary schools, 5
middle schools and 6 high schools. In striving to meet
the needs of a diverse student body, the District provides
a wide array of programs, including special education,
instruction for English Learners, Career Technical
Education (CTE), athletics. Additionally, there are 8
private schools, with 869 students enrolled and 7 charter
schools.
There are 115 colleges within 100 miles of Palm Springs
enrolling a total of 1,069,492 students. The top-rated
college in the area is California Institute of Technology in
Pasadena. Two- and four- year schools, both public and
private, plus community colleges are within two hours, or
less, driving distances from Palm Springs in addition to
local community colleges.
With more golf courses than any other region of the
state, Palm Springs has had an enduring reputation as
a resort destination. Tourism serves as the region’s
largest source of income, as millions of travelers, both
domestic and international, seek the “place like no
other“, time and time again!
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The Position
The Position of Executive Director for Palm Springs
International Airport provides administrative direction and
management oversight under the general administrative
direction and broad policy guidance of the City
Manager. Responsibilities include planning, directing,
managing and overseeing airport operations, air service
development, financial, customer experience and
property administration, economic development, facilities
maintenance, airport security and public relations. The
Executive Director also coordinates assigned activities
with other City departments and outside agencies and
provides highly complex administrative support to the
City Manager’s office.
For a complete job description, click here.
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Position Qualifications
•

Bachelor’s degree or equivalent from an accredited
college or university with major course work in
public administration, business administration, or a
related airport field or any equivalent combination
of education, experience and training. A Master’s
degree is preferred.

•

Accredited Airport Executive from the American
Association of Airport Executives is preferred.

•

Possess outstanding leadership, communication,
and interpersonal skills with at least ten years’
experience as a senior executive within a
commercial service hub airport program which
includes a minimum of five years increasingly
responsible administrative/supervisory airport
experience and oversight

•

The Executive Director must also have the ability
to understand and interpret financial information
as it relates to Airport revenue and overall financial
management.

Salary & Compensation
The salary range for this position is $151,320 to
$203,460 plus an additional 5% for Master’s Degree or
certification, depending on qualifications. There is an
extraordinary benefits package that includes a retirement
and generous healthcare plan, annual leave and more.
For additional information on the benefits, click here.

How to Apply
To apply online, click here.
Deadline for applications: December 19, 2021
Contact for this search is:
Dan Sprinkle, A.A.E.
dan@adkexecutivesearch.com

Please note: After your application is complete, you will
receive an important email from us. Please check your
inbox and your junk/spam folder, and if you have not
received our email, please notify us at:
admin@adkexecutivesearch.com.
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