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The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign Appoints Andrew Smith as Assistant Director of 
Operations and Maintenance 

SAVOY, IL – The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign has named Andrew 
Smith as Assistant Director of Operations and Maintenance. In this position, he 
will be responsible for the operations, safety, security, and maintenance of 
Willard Airport (CMI). He will begin his position on August 22, 2022. 

“I’m eager for Andrew to join our team as he brings a strong background in 
airport operations and information technology.” said Tim Bannon, Executive 
Director of Willard Airport. “We have an aggressive capital development 
program leading into the future which includes numerous airfield and terminal 
projects. Andrew will be leading these projects while overseeing daily 
operations, security, and maintenance activities. I’m certain that Andrew will be 
very successful in his new role.” 

Bringing more than 10 years of aviation experience and a strong knowledge of airport operations, Mr. 
Smith most recently worked for Avports as Operations Supervisor, New York Stewart International 
Airport. While there, he coordinated with local government and local agencies, and assisted with the 
coordination of the NY Air Show Event at the airport as it related to emergency preparedness and incident 
management. He has also worked for Signature Flight Support in New York. 

"I'm extremely excited to begin as Assistant Director of Operations and Maintenance at Willard Airport,” 
said Mr. Smith. “After meeting with much of the team at CMI, it was apparent that they have put a great 
group of knowledgeable and friendly people together and I am honored to now be a part of it. I can't wait 
to help implement Willard Airport's vision and continue to support the University of Illinois and the 
Champaign-Urbana community.” 

Mr. Smith earned his bachelor’s degree in Informatics from the State University of New York. He is also a 
Certified Member (C.M.) of the American Association of Airport Executives and has a Commercial Drone 
Pilot License. 

### 

Willard Airport 

ADK Consulting & Executive Search is a retained consulting and search firm based in Jacksonville, Florida. 
Founded in 2003, the company performs Executive Searches, Management Consulting, and Organizational 
Development. ADK has worked with over 170 U.S. airports that have utilized the company’s consulting 
services including executive searches, organizational development, strategic planning, succession 
planning, board consultation and more. After starting in aviation/aerospace, ADK has expanded into other 
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public sector industries including cities and counties, ports and transit as well as private sector companies 
and consulting firms. 

ADK has filled more airport senior executive positions than any other search firm and has placed 
hundreds of C-Suite airport positions including over 130 airport CEOs and airport directors. Additionally, 
the company has placed CEOs for national and state associations in aviation and transportation 
industries. ADK is also affiliated with the international executive search firm, The Kilpatrick Group, in 
Lugano, Switzerland. 
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