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The Billings Aviation and Transit Department invites applications for

Aviation and Transit Director
Billings Logan International Airport (BIL)
Billings, MT

Executive Search Services Provided By ADK Consulting & Executive Search

City of Billings Aviation and
Transit Department
The Billings Aviation and Transit Department is a dual
transportation entity that oversees the management
and operation of both the Billings Logan International
Airport (BIL) and the Billings Metropolitan Transit System
(MET). BIL is a small hub commercial service airport
located in Montana’s largest city and has served the
community since 1928. The Airport has 55 full-time
employees in six divisions, encompasses 2,300 acres,
has approximately 320,000 square feet of Airport-owned
buildings, three runways and associated taxiways, all
owned by the City of Billings, and has an annual O&M
budget of approximately $8.5 Million. The Airport’s
commercial airline passenger catchment area consists
of approximately 368,000 residents. The Airport serves
as a regional hub for eastern Montana and northern
Wyoming, providing access to the national transportation
system for many small communities. Approximately
800 people are employed at the Airport in business and
service activities that include commercial passenger
and airfreight carriers, passenger support businesses,
multiple government agencies, and aviation support
businesses. It is estimated that the local economic
impact generated as a direct result of the Airport is
$148,365,000 annually. Factoring in all spin-off effects,
3,265 jobs are represented, for a total economic impact
of approximately $409,000,000 annually. The financial
impact of the Airport is a large contributing influence
to the economic vitality of the Billings community and
the surrounding areas it serves in its function as an
economic front door to the region.
The Aviation Division of the City’s Aviation and Transit
Department operates and maintains the Airport,
providing the facilities for commercial service airline
operators to offer transportation for travelers utilizing
the Airport’s Terminal Building. In pre-COVID years,
the annual number of enplaning/deplaning passengers
totaled around 900,000. In 2020, the passenger
numbers dropped to just over 500,000 and returned
to over 770,000 during 2021. Airlines operating at the
Airport include Delta, United, Alaska, American, Allegiant
and Cape Air, providing an average of 37 flights/day.
Other businesses and activities located at the Airport
include car rentals, restaurant/deli/lounge, gift shop,
public parking, a Fixed Base Operator (FBO), radio/
avionics repair shops, executive hangars, a general
aviation hangar complex, air freight/mail operators,
the Transportation Security Administration (TSA),
the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), as well
as numerous other State and Federal agencies. The
Airport is home to the BLM Interagency Fire Cache and
Regional Air Tanker/Wildlands Firefighting Operation
and is the largest Fed Ex/UPS cargo hub in the Northern
Rockies region.
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City of Billings Aviation and
Transit Department (continued)
The Airport operation is a self-supporting Enterprise
Fund that does not receive any General Fund or local
tax revenue support. Airline landing fees, as well as
tenant concession, rental, and lease revenues offset the
costs to operate and maintain the Airport facilities. The
Airport is also a recipient of federal funds via the FAA
AIP Grant Program. BIL neither receives money from
nor provides funding to the City of Billings General Fund,
nor does it share funding with the Transit operation. The
Airport is presently underway with a multi-phase $70
Million Terminal Expansion project, slated for completion
in early 2024.

Terminal Expansion FlyThru & Project website:
https://youtu.be/QZiOshxA9Xw
https://flybillings.com/1899/Terminal-Expansion-Project

MET is the City’s public transportation system, has 56
employees, and has been operated by the City since
1973. Buses operate within 43.52 square miles of
urbanized areas of the City, serving 114,773 people
within the urban area. Two transit centers – the LEED
certified Downtown Transit Center and the Stewart Park
Transit Center are available where bus routes meet,
and passengers are able to access the transit system
and transfer between bus lines. MET provides 17 fixed
bus routes and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
complementary paratransit service. MET’s current fleet
has 40 vehicles – 25 utilized for the fixed-route service
and 15 for the paratransit service. MET generates
approximately 1,400 passenger trips each weekday,
operating roughly 265 route-miles throughout the City
of Billings. A 40,000-square-foot METroplex Complex
houses the administrative and maintenance operations.
MET is also an Enterprise Fund and receives funding
from various federal, state, and local sources that
include fare, advertising, and parking revenues, and
dedicated local tax revenues, Federal apportionments,
and other transit specific funding sources to execute
operations, planning, and capital projects. MET neither
receives money from nor provides funding to the City of
Billings General Fund, nor does it share funding with the
Airport.
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The Community
Billings, the largest city in Montana, has an estimated
population of 120,000, with the Billings Metropolitan Area
population estimated at 185,000. Billings is the county
seat for Yellowstone County, the largest metropolitan/
trade area and most populous area in a 500-mile radius.
The City experienced rapid growth since its founding in
1882, earning the nickname, the “Magic City.” Billings
combines a rich western history, hometown values,
and a growing economy to make it a natural regional
hub for services and commerce. Qualities such as a
hardworking and well-educated workforce and a diverse
economy are part of the key to Billings’ success. The
community is proud to have small town charm in a City
that acts as an amenity-rich hub for a large region that
includes Montana, Wyoming, and the western Dakotas.
The City provides a business-focused, family-friendly
quality of life with access to some of the most beautiful
backcountry in the country. Billings plays a vital
regional role in multiple industries such as healthcare,
banking, energy, agriculture, education, and tourism.
Two state-of-the art hospitals are located in Billings,
adding to both the physical and economic wellbeing of
the community. Intermountain Healthcare - St. Vincent,
announced the construction of a replacement hospital
in the City’s hospital corridor with an estimated cost
of over $600 million. Billings Clinic, the City’s largest
employer, is increasing its capabilities to become the
state’s only Level 1 Trauma Center. Approximately
10,000 employees work in the healthcare industry. The
City is also home to a number of federal, state and local
governmental agencies.
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Billings’ location provides a major interstate connection
that provides many opportunities for transportation
and distribution businesses to flourish and roadways
to get in and out of the City in all directions effortlessly.
The average commuter time for most of the Billings’
workforce is 17.11 minutes. The City’s MET Transit
System provides public transportation, which includes
both fixed-route and Paratransit service within the City.
Passenger rail service is no longer available in Billings;
however, rail service continues to serve the community
well by shipping forest products, building materials,
coal, steel, grain, metal, minerals, and other agricultural
products. Billings Logan International Airport is home to
the largest air cargo hub in the Northern Rockies region,
with both UPS and FedEx handling over 100 million
pounds of freight/mail in 2021.
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The Community (continued)
Opportunities abound to enjoy the beautiful outdoors
in and around Billings with activities like hiking, biking,
skiing, snowboarding, golf, swimming, camping, geocaching, fishing, snowmobiling, hunting, rafting, bird
watching and boating. The scenic Beartooth Highway,
Chief Joseph Byway, and Yellowstone National Park, are
a Sunday drive away. Red Lodge Mountain is located
65 miles from Billings and provides skiing opportunities
ranging from beginners to expert and a golf course
with enough challenging terrain to keep you on your
toes. Billings is also the trailhead to the Little Bighorn
Battlefield, Pompey’s Pillar National Monument, the
Dinosaur Trail, and so much more. For history buffs, this
stretch of trail is a historic mecca, with the Yellowstone
Kelly Interpretive Site, the legends of Black Otter Trail,
Boothill Cemetery, and much more.
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There are 1,213 acres in 39 developed parks, dog
parks, and 268 acres of undeveloped parks in the
community. A developed trail system crisscrosses
areas of the City, with approximately 7 miles along the
legendary Yellowstone River. The stretch of trail along
the Rims off Airport Road is a fantastic place to take in
the view of the mountains. On a clear day, five mountain
ranges can be seen from the trail. The Rims, sandstone
bluffs that surround the City, provide spectacular
views while hiking and mountain biking. Venues like
water parks, ZooMontana, and the Montana Audubon
Conservation Education Center provide other familyfriendly entertainment. Year round sporting events in
Billings include the Billings Mustangs baseball team, the
Billings Outlaws indoor football team, motorsports and
ice jockey.
With more shopping, restaurants, and entertainment
than anywhere else in the region, residents and visitors
alike enjoy the convenience of most national retailers
and boutiques for the finer, unique, and custom items.
In the market for a custom-made cowboy hat? You can
find that in Billings. The food and brewery scene are like
none other; find mouth-watering dishes at restaurants
offering worldwide cuisine. A walkable brewery trail is
located in the heart of downtown Billings, made up of
local breweries, several distilleries and one cider house,
all within easy walking distance.

page 5

gs photo

lin
Visit Bil

Billings’ Arts & Culture
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Billings offers a wide array of arts and culture
opportunities. The community of artists, studios,
galleries, festivals, museums and theaters provide
year-round enjoyment through art walks, fine art
displays, interactive and rotating exhibits and collections,
performances and community programs. The Western
Heritage Center is an affiliate of the Smithsonian
Institution and brings the history of Billings and the
surrounding region to life through its exhibits, collections
and outreach programs. The Yellowstone County
Museum is a treasure chest of Montana’s past with over
15,000 artifacts representing the area’s history. Other
must see cultural gems include the Moss Mansion, listed
on the National Register of Historic Places, and the
Yellowstone Art Museum, home of the largest collection
of drawings, paintings, books and memorabilia of
cowboy illustrator, Will James and other historic regional
artists like J.H. Sharp, Charles M. Russell and others.
The newly renovated Alberta Bair Theater is host to
every discipline of the performing arts, including classical
and popular music, country music and jazz, opera,
ballet, modern and ethnic dance, comedy, drama and
musical theater. The Babcock Theater is an 800-seat
historic theater in downtown Billings that hosts films,
lecture and live performances. Billings Studio Theatre
provides all aspects of production for a five-show main
stage season, a major Fall production at the Alberta Bair
Theater, experimental plays in its Dark Night series, and
a children’s theater. For symphony and orchestra lovers,
the Billings Symphony Orchestra & Chorale performs
each season for tens of thousands of people throughout
the region and helps introduce music to children, youth,
adults and seniors through its music education and
community engagement programs.
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Annual crowd-pleaser events like the Big Sky State
Games, Magic City Blues Festival, Montana Fair, Burn
the Point, the NILE, and Montana Women’s Run, offer
an Olympic-style amateur sports event, an urban music
festival with incredible lineups, the state’s largest fair in
the historic tradition of fairs, a classic car show, a pro
rodeo/livestock show, and a women’s health/wellness
promotional run respectively.

Links For Community Videos:
https://www.billingsworks.org/better-off-in-billings/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OTpexa_uJzA
https://www.visitbillings.com/billingsbuddies
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Billings’ Education & Housing
Billings School District #2, the largest in the state,
encompasses K-12 as well as adult education. The
district includes 22 elementary schools, 6 middle
schools, 5 high schools and a career/technical
education campus. The City is also home to two
higher education colleges – Montana State University
Billings (MSU-B) and Rocky Mountain College (RMC),
three other secondary education options, and a
private school system that includes two K-12 schools
(Billings Christian and Billings Central). MSU-B offers
more than 100 degrees in 5 schools of study. RMC,
a private college, Montana’s oldest higher education
institution, consistently ranks in the top 10 among most
comprehensive colleges in the West, and offers 27
liberal arts and professionally oriented majors.
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The Billings area offers a wide variety of housing
options. Choose a view of the mountains, a relaxing
deck off the golf course, a studio designed with
community living in mind, or a ranch in the country.
“Ask residents what they love about Billings and you’ll
receive responses about the friendly people who make
up this great community. With a resilient economy,
quality education, exceptional medical opportunities,
solid housing market, historic culture and leisure
ventures, you’ll find Billings is the perfect place to work,
play and thrive. It has a welcoming spirit that is inclusive
while celebrating the unique diversity that makes up
western culture.” (VisitBillings.com)
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The Position
The Director of Aviation & Transit plans, directs and
manages the City of Billings MET Transit System and
the Billings Logan International Airport. This is highly
responsible work coordinating the activities of both the
Airport and Transit System with City departments and
external agencies and providing administrative support
to the City Administrator.
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The Director selects, trains and evaluates a number
of highly responsible, senior managers in order to
accomplish the Department’s work plan. The Director
evaluates performance and works with staff to maintain
optimal performance levels, including assigning
work, coordinating training, addressing performance
deficiencies and implementing corrective actions. The
Director works with subordinate leadership to develop
and implement the Department’s goals, objectives,
policies and priorities, and allocates resources,
including grant awards, as needed. The Director meets
regularly with managers to plan work, in alignment
with departmental goals and objectives, identify and
resolve issues, and evaluate department and employee
performance.
The Director coordinates the Department’s activities
with other City departments and external agencies
including the FAA, FTA, FBI, TSA, DHS, EPA, and
Secret Service and ensures compliance with FAA,
FTA, and TSA regulations including certification
requirements. The Director also provides assistance
to the City Administrator, Assistant City Administrator
and City Council. The Director prepares and presents
reports as needed on a variety of topics. The Director
provides direction to the Business Manager on
contract negotiation and preparation with airlines,
fixed base operators, hangar owners, tenants, airport
concessionaires and governmental agencies. The
Director regularly meets with community leaders
regarding service improvements and enhancements.
The Director manages and administers the Department’s
annual budget, forecasting funds needed for staffing,
equipment, materials, and supplies and monitoring
expenditures. The Director directs the preparation of the
applications for Federal grants.
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The Ideal Candidate
The ideal candidate for this position will have a
4-year degree in Aviation Management, Business
Administration, Public Administration or a related field,
from an accredited college or university; 7 or more years’
experience in municipal airport management or the
aviation industry; and 5 years’ management experience,
including supervisory experience. The successful
candidate should have a thorough understanding of
airline rates and charges, as well as possess knowledge
of public transit operations. A Master’s degree in
Aviation Management, Business Administration, Public
Administration or a related field and experience in a
union environment are desired. Equivalent combinations
of experience, training and education will be considered.
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For a full job description, click here.
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Salary and Compensation
The salary range for this position is $135,000 to
$195,000 and is accompanied by a generous
compensation and benefits package. A starting salary
above mid-range is possible for the exceptional
candidate. Relocation assistance will be offered.

How To Apply
To apply online, click here.
Deadline for applications: October 23, 2022
The contact for this search is:
Dan Sprinkle, A.A.E.
dan@adkexecutivesearch.com
Please note: After your application is complete, you will
receive an important email from us. Please check your
inbox and your junk/spam folder, and if you have not
received our email, please notify us at:
admin@adkexecutivesearch.com.

gs photo

lin
Visit Bil

The Billings Aviation and Transit Department is an equal
opportunity employer.
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