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The Santa Maria Public Airport District Names Martin Pehl, A.A.E., as General Manager

SANTA MARIA, CA — The Santa Maria Public Airport District has named Martin Pehl,
A.A.E., as General Manager. In this position, Mr. Pehl will work for the Board of
Directors of the Santa Maria Airport (SMX). He will be responsible for executing
contracts, permits and commercial agreements, including aircraft, mobile home and
storage leases, professional and specialized services, and license agreements. He began
his new position on April 2, 2023.

Mr. Pehl has a strong aviation background in master planning, development, airport
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property management, construction and maintenance coordination and revenue
development. Previously, he has held the role of Airport Manager for Merced Regional Airport and Napa County
Airport. He has also worked for San Luis Obispo County as Assistant Airports Manager.

Mr. Pehl received his bachelor’s degree in Aviation from San Jose State University. He is an Accredited Member
(A.A.E.) of the American Association of Airport Executives (AAAE) and a Certified Airport Executive (C.A.E.) of the
Southwest Chapter of the American Association of Airport Executives. He is also a private pilot.
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About ADK Consulting & Executive Search

ADK Consulting & Executive Search is a retained consulting and search firm based in Jacksonville, Florida.
Founded in 2003, the company performs Executive Searches, Management Consulting, and Organizational
Development. ADK has worked with over 180 U.S. airports that have utilized the company’s consulting services
including executive searches, organizational development, strategic planning, succession planning, board
consultation and more. After starting in aviation/aerospace, ADK has expanded into other public sector industries
including cities and counties, ports and transit as well as private sector companies and consulting firms.

ADK has filled more airport senior executive positions than any other search firm and has placed hundreds of C-
Suite airport positions including over 140 airport CEOs and airport directors. Additionally, the company has
placed CEOs for national and state associations in aviation and transportation industries.
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