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The Ohio State University Airport Appoints Karl Von Hagel, A.A.E., Airport Director 

COLUMBUS, OH – The Ohio State University Airport has named Karl Von Hagel, 
A.A.E., Airport Director. In this posi�on, he will be responsible for all aspects of 
opera�ons, maintenance, finance, and development of The Ohio State University 
Airport (OSU). He will begin his new posi�on on September 25, 2023.  

Mr. Von Hagel joins OSU from the Cobb County Department of Transportation 
in Atlanta, Georgia, where he is currently Deputy Director. He previously served 
as Manager of Cobb County International Airport for 28 years. He began his 
aviation career working in the Ohio State airport’s fixed-based operator (FBO) 
facility. 

“Our airport is a unique asset, not only for the university, but also the growing 
central Ohio region,” said College of Engineering Dean Ayanna Howard. “Karl is joining us at the perfect time 
to navigate the airport’s dual mission as an outstanding educational environment and as a preferred general 
aviation facility.” 

The Ohio State University Airport serves as a hub to regional industry members, a learning lab for future 
aviation professionals and a core facility for university research. In operation since 1942, it is one of the 
country’s top general aviation facilities. 

"I am honored and excited to begin the role of Airport Director of the OSU Airport, one of the premiere University 
Airports in the country,” said Mr. Von Hagel. “I look forward to contribu�ng to an organiza�on that is shaping the 
future of avia�on.” 

As director of The Ohio State University Airport, Mr. Von Hagel will oversee both strategic development and 
day-to-day business operations. His responsibilities include ensuring that the airport is positioned to provide 
quality service to customers, tenants and other users. Organizationally, his charge extends from airfield 
operations to fixed-based operations, including the implementation of associated capital projects. 

Mr. Von Hagel received his bachelor’s degree in Avia�on Transporta�on from The Ohio State University. He is an 
Accredited Member (A.A.E.) of the American Associa�on of Airport Execu�ves (AAAE) and is a commercial pilot.  
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About ADK Consulting & Executive Search 

ADK Consul�ng & Execu�ve Search is a retained consul�ng and search firm based in Jacksonville, Florida. 
Founded in 2003, the company performs Execu�ve Searches, Management Consul�ng, and Organiza�onal 
Development. ADK has worked with over 190 U.S. airports that have u�lized the company’s consul�ng services 
including execu�ve searches, organiza�onal development, strategic planning, succession planning, board 
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consulta�on and more. A�er star�ng in avia�on/aerospace, ADK has expanded into other public sector industries 
including ci�es and coun�es, ports and transit as well as private sector companies and consul�ng firms. 

ADK has filled more airport senior executive positions than any other search firm and has placed hundreds of C-
Suite positions including over 160 CEOs and directors. Additionally, the company has placed CEOs for national 
and state associations in aviation and transportation industries. 
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