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The Metropolitan Knoxville Airport Authority Names Terrence Carter as Business Diversity Director 

 
KNOXVILLE, TN – The Metropolitan Knoxville Airport Authority, which operates 
McGhee Tyson Airport (TYS) and Downtown Island Airport (DKX), has named 
Terrence Carter as Business Diversity Director. In this position, Mr. Carter will be 
responsible for developing and managing the Authority’s Disadvantaged 
Business Enterprise (DBE) and Airport Concessions Disadvantaged Business 
Enterprise (ACDBE) programs, in compliance with federal regulations. Mr. Carter 
began his new role on May 15, 20524.  

Mr. Carter has a strong background in economic and business development, 
strategic planning, and community outreach. Most recently, he was Vice 
President, Economic and Business Development for the Knoxville Area Urban 
League. In that role, he managed a $5.2 million loan program that provides loans 
to small businesses unable to secure capital from traditional lenders, a 10-week 
entrepreneurship training for start-up businesses, and a 7-month business growth training program for existing 
businesses trying to expand. Mr. Carter has also served as Executive Director for Partnership for Neighborhood 
Improvement where he was responsible for leading the staff, volunteers, and contractors in implementing the 
Knoxville Empowerment Zone Prospectus, a ten-year $10 million per year effort to improve the Heart of Knoxville 
neighborhoods.   

“I am thrilled to join the Metropolitan Knoxville Airport Authority as the new Business Diversity Director because I 
share a profound commitment to uplifting individuals and fostering inclusive environments,” said Mr. Carter. “I am 
eager to contribute to the success of our team and align with the organization's mission of promoting diversity and 
inclusion. As someone dedicated to continuous learning and meaningful change, I am excited to leverage my 
knowledge and experience in government, quasi-government, non-profit and business community to drive 
impactful initiatives within the airport community. I understand the importance of ensuring a better future for the 
next generation, and I am committed to driving positive change within the Metropolitan Airport Authority to 
achieve this goal.” 

Mr. Carter received a bachelor’s degree in Public Administration from the University of Tennessee and went on to 
earn his master’s degree in Public Administration from Baruch College. He is a member of the Executive Board of 
the East Tennessee Development District and the City of Knoxville’s Diversity Business Advisory Council. 
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About ADK Consulting & Executive Search 

ADK Consulting & Executive Search is a retained consulting and search firm based in Jacksonville, Florida. 
Founded in 2003, the company performs Executive Searches, Management Consulting, and Organizational 
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Development. ADK specializes in C-Suite and mid-level management positions for both private and public sector, 
primarily in the Transportation Industry. ADK’s team focuses on connecting great leaders to opportunities. 
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