
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
January 28, 2026 
 
ADK Partners with The City of Charlotte to Recruit Engineering Director 
ADK Consulting & Executive Search, a retained recruitment firm known for its 
expertise in senior executive searches, announced the successful placement of 
Ashton Watson, P.E., C.M., as Engineering Director for Charlotte Douglas 
International Airport. In this role, Mr. Watson will provide strategic leadership and 
oversight of the Airport’s Engineering Division, managing large-scale design and 
construction programs. 

Mr. Watson has worked for the Charlotte Douglas International Airport for 12 
years, most recently serving as Airport Engineering Program Director. He led the 
implementation of the airport’s $3B+ Capital Investment Program, delivering major 
runway, taxiway, drainage, and lighting projects. Previously, he worked for the City of Charlotte, 
Department of Transportation, as a Project Manager. In that role, he delivered over 60 Capital Investment 
Projects, totaling $51 million. 

“With my recent promotion to Director of Engineering at CLT Airport, I am proud to build upon the 12 years 
of contributions to CLT’s evolution into one of the nation’s premier airports,” said Mr. Watson. “I am 
honored to lead the Engineering Division into the next phase of its capital program, by building upon CLT’s 
remarkable growth; driving seamless integration of design and construction practices; enhancing 
sustainability and resilience; and mentoring the next generation of aviation professionals.” 

Mr. Watson holds both a bachelor’s and a master’s degree in Civil Engineering from the University of North 
Carolina. He is a Registered Professional Engineer (P.E.) and a Certified Member (C.M.) of the American 
Association of Airport Executives (AAAE). 

### 

Charlotte Douglas International Airport  

About ADK Consulting & Executive Search 

Named to Hunt Scanlon’s 2025 Select Guide to America’s Top 250 Executive Search Firms, ADK brings 
award-winning expertise to every engagement. Founded in Jacksonville, Florida, in 2003, we are a retained 
consulting and search firm connecting exceptional leaders with outstanding opportunities. 

• Executive Search: C-Suite to mid-level placements across private and public sectors 
• Confidential Search: Targeted outreach to recruit top passive candidates 
• Interim Management: Experienced leaders to manage transitions and deliver results 
• Management Consulting: Tailored organizational assessments and strategic advice 

Our 27-member team serves clients ranging from small private businesses to Fortune 100 companies and 
public sector organizations—across the U.S., Canada, Turks & Caicos, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. If you’re 
seeking a visionary, high-impact C-Suite leader, ADK’s strong networks and personalized approach deliver 
the right fit. 

www.adkexecutivesearch.com 

https://www.cltairport.com/
http://www.adkexecutivesearch.com/

