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Gainesville Regional Airport (GNV) is a vital 
aviation gateway for North Central Florida, 
serving as the primary commercial, business, 
and general aviation airport for the Greater 
Gainesville community. Located just minutes 
from downtown Gainesville and the University 
of Florida, GNV plays an essential role in 
supporting the region’s economic development, 
educational institutions, healthcare systems, 
and vibrant research ecosystem. The airport 
provides residents, businesses, and visitors with 
convenient air service options, modern facilities, 
and a welcoming travel experience that reflect 
Gainesville’s distinctive charm.

The Airport

Stewardship and Community Partnership
GNV is operated by the Gainesville Alachua County 
Regional Airport Authority, an autonomous governmental 
body committed to the responsible stewardship, long-
term planning, and strategic investment necessary to 
support sustained growth. The Airport Authority partners 
closely with civic, business, and university stakeholders 
to ensure that GNV continues to meet the evolving 
transportation needs of the region while maintaining a 
strong community focus.
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The Airport (continued)

Modernization and Airline Service
Over the past decade, Gainesville Regional Airport has 
experienced significant modernization and growth. A 
major terminal expansion, completed in 2021, introduced 
a larger security checkpoint, expanded gate seating, 
improved concessions, and enhanced passenger 
amenities. These investments were designed to elevate 
the customer experience, accommodate increasing 
passenger volumes, and support additional air service 
opportunities. GNV currently offers commercial service 
through legacy airline partners, American Airlines and 
Delta, providing connections to major hubs, enabling 
seamless national and international travel.

General Aviation and Federal Partnerships
In addition to its commercial operations, GNV supports 
a robust general aviation community, including corporate 
aviation, flight training, and air ambulance services. The 
airport’s airfield, fixed base operator (FBO) and support 
facilities are well-positioned to meet growing demand 
from private aviation, regional businesses, and the 
University of Florida’s extensive research and athletic 
programs. GNV also maintains strong relationships with 
federal partners, including the FAA and TSA, ensuring 
safe and efficient operations across all airport functions.

Vision for Regional Growth
Gainesville Regional Airport is guided by a long-term 
vision to strengthen regional mobility, enhance the 
customer journey, expand commercial air service, and 
support economic development initiatives across North 
Central Florida. With committed leadership, a supportive 
governing board, and a thriving university driven 
market, GNV is well positioned for continued growth and 
investment as it serves as a key transportation asset for 
the community and the broader region.

For more information, visit Gainesville Regional Airport.

https://www.flygainesville.com/
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The Community

Tucked among the natural springs, lakes and lush 
forests of North Central Florida, Gainesville offers a rare 
blend of small city charm and big city opportunity, an 
ideal place to build a career, raise a family, and enjoy 
a fulfilling lifestyle. As the heart of Alachua County, 
Gainesville is a vibrant, welcoming community where 
innovation thrives, outdoor adventures abound, and 
residents enjoy a quality of life that consistently earns 
national recognition.

A Balanced and Inspiring Community
What sets Gainesville apart is its dynamic balance: 
it is energetic but not overwhelming, progressive yet 
grounded, and full of amenities without feeling crowded. 
Whether you are seeking professional growth, cultural 
exploration, or a peaceful retreat from the rush of larger 
metro areas, Gainesville offers a uniquely satisfying way 
of life.

A World Class University Influence
At the center of Gainesville’s thriving environment 
is the University of Florida, one of the nation’s top 
public research institutions. UF brings with it a spirit 
of discovery and excitement that permeates the entire 
community. This academic powerhouse not only fuels 
Gainesville’s innovation economy but also enriches 
everyday life with world class museums, lectures, 
performances, and NCAA athletics. From electrifying 
Gator football games at Ben Hill Griffin Stadium to the 
calming natural beauty of the UF Natural Area Teaching 
Laboratory, the university’s influence is deeply woven 
into Gainesville’s culture.
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The Community (continued)

A Growing and Collaborative Economy
Beyond academics, Gainesville boasts a flourishing job 
market anchored in education, healthcare, research, 
biotech, and an increasingly vibrant tech and start-up 
scene. Major employers and incubators collaborate 
with UF to create an atmosphere where ideas take 
flight, and professionals can grow in meaningful 
ways. Opportunities here are abundant, and the city’s 
collaborative environment encourages individuals at 
every career stage to excel.

Outdoor Beauty and Recreation
Gainesville’s charm extends far beyond its professional 
landscape. Nature lovers, adventurers, and weekend 
explorers find endless possibilities in the area’s natural 
parks and preserves. With more than 100 miles of 
trails, Gainesville invites residents to hike, bike, or 
stroll through pristine landscapes filled with wildlife 
and towering live oaks draped in Spanish moss. Local 
favorites like Paynes Prairie Preserve State Park, San 
Felasco Hammock Preserve, and Devil’s Millhopper 
Geological State Park offer unforgettable experiences 
whether spotting wild horses on the prairie, exploring 
sinkholes formed thousands of years ago, or gliding 
along shaded bike trails. For those who prefer water-
based recreation, crystal clear springs and peaceful 
lakes are scattered throughout Alachua County, 
providing perfect spots for swimming, paddling, or simply 
soaking up the Florida sunshine.

Culture, Creativity and Cuisine
In town, Gainesville’s cultural and creative scenes are 
equally rich. The city is home to an impressive selection 
of theaters, art galleries, music venues, and locally 
owned shops. The Hippodrome Theatre, a historic gem 
downtown, showcases compelling productions year-
round, while the Harn Museum of Art and the Florida 
Museum of Natural History offer world class exhibits. 
Live music flows from cafés, breweries, and outdoor 
stages, creating a lively artistic rhythm that complements 
the city’s natural serenity.

Gainesville also attracts visitors from around the country 
and beyond for major cultural and athletic events. The 
city is the annual home of THE FEST, an internationally 
recognized independent music festival that returned for 
THE FEST 23, October 24–26, 2025. Alachua County 
is also a proud host of global sporting competitions, 
having welcomed the World Masters in March 2025 and 
preparing to host the event again in 2027. These high-
profile gatherings highlight Gainesville’s vibrant energy 
and reinforce its role as a regional gateway for arts, 
culture, and world-class athletics.
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The Community (continued)

Food enthusiasts will feel right at home in Gainesville’s 
diverse culinary landscape. Farm to table restaurants, 
innovative food trucks, international cuisine, and classic 
Southern comfort food blend together to create a vibrant 
food scene. Many restaurants partner with local farms, 
bringing fresh ingredients and sustainable practices 
to the table. Weekly farmers markets, bursting with 
produce, handmade goods, and live music, reinforce 
the community’s emphasis on local culture and healthy 
living.

Perhaps one of the most compelling reasons to choose 
Gainesville is its warm, inclusive atmosphere. People 
here value community, creativity, and connection. 
Neighborhoods range from historic districts with century-
old homes to modern developments surrounded by 
green spaces. Residents take pride in supporting local 
businesses, volunteering, attending community festivals, 
and celebrating Gainesville’s rich diversity. Whether 
you’re meeting friends at Depot Park, cheering at a 
Gator game, or enjoying a quiet morning at a local café, 
Gainesville’s sense of belonging is unmistakable.

All of this comes with the added benefit of affordability. 
Compared to larger Florida cities, Gainesville offers 
a lower cost of living while still providing exceptional 
amenities, excellent schools, high-quality healthcare, 
and a wide array of recreational and cultural 
opportunities. It’s a place where work-life balance isn’t 
just possible—it’s built into the community’s DNA.

For those seeking a place that supports both personal 
and professional growth, Gainesville is more than a 
destination; it’s a place to thrive. Its blend of natural 
beauty, academic excellence, innovation, and community 
spirit makes it one of Florida’s most compelling places to 
live and work.

To explore more about Gainesville and what makes 
it such an extraordinary community, explore Visit 
Gainesville, Alachua County at: 
https://www.visitgainesville.com

Whether you’re looking to take the next step in your 
career, find a welcoming new home, or simply discover 
a city that reflects your values, Gainesville invites you to 
be part of something special.



page 7

Position Overview

The Chief Executive Officer (CEO) leads the 
management, operation, and development of Gainesville 
Regional Airport. Reporting to the Gainesville-Alachua 
County Regional Airport Authority, this role oversees 
all airport functions with a focus on safety, efficiency, 
financial stewardship, and long-term growth. The CEO 
ensures the airport meets regulatory requirements, 
advances aviation activity, and serves the region with 
high-quality facilities and services. This position calls 
for a strategic and engaged leader who can guide 
operations, support a committed workforce, and foster 
strong partnerships with federal, state, and local 
agencies.

About the Role

The CEO directs airport operations, maintenance, 
administration, and development initiatives across 
both commercial and general aviation areas. The role 
includes oversight of leases and contracts, budgeting 
and capital planning, compliance activities, and 
promotion of aviation-related business opportunities. 
The CEO provides policy recommendations to the 
Airport Authority and plays a key role in shaping the 
airport’s future through effective planning, community 
engagement, and organizational leadership.

Key Responsibilities

•	 Lead, manage, and evaluate day-to-day airport 
operations, maintenance, and administrative 
functions.

•	 Oversee and develop airport staff, cultivating a 
high-performing and service-oriented team.

•	 Administer leases, contracts, and operating 
agreements for airport property and tenants.

•	 Ensure compliance with federal, state, and local 
regulations governing airport use and operations.

•	 Develop budgets, manage financial performance, 
and maintain strong fiscal controls.

•	 Advance commercial and general aviation activity, 
including business development and community 
outreach.

•	 Lead capital improvement planning and pursue 
funding opportunities through federal and state 
grant programs.

•	 Prepare recommendations for Airport Authority 
consideration on policies, programs, and strategic 
initiatives.



page 8

Preferred Qualifications

•	 Bachelor’s degree in Public Administration, 
Business Administration, Airport Administration, or 
related field; a master’s degree is preferred.

•	 Eight (8) to ten (10) years of progressively 
responsible airport administration experience. 

•	 An equivalent combination of education and 
experience which provides the knowledge, abilities 
and skills may be considered.

•	 Strong knowledge of airport operations, financial 
management, regulatory requirements, and capital 
program planning.

•	 Experience in aviation business development or 
industrial land development is beneficial.

•	 FAA pilot’s license and AAAE A.A.E. designation 
are desirable.

Leadership Qualities and Style

The ideal candidate is a visionary leader with 
exceptional communication, critical thinking, and 
problem-solving skills. They demonstrate resilience 
in high-pressure environments, inspire collaboration 
across multidisciplinary teams, and are committed to 
transparency, equity, and innovation in public service.

For the full job description, click here.

Salary and Benefits

The salary range for this position is $200,000 - 
$255,000. A salary above the midpoint may be offered 
to an exceptional candidate. GNV offers an attractive 
benefits package that includes a company vehicle and 
insurance. GNV will assist with relocation costs.

https://adkexecutivesearch.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/GNV-CEO-Job-Description.pdf
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Please note: After your application is complete, you will 
receive an important email from us. Please check your 
inbox and your junk/spam folder, and if you have not 
received our email, please notify us at:
admin@adkexecutivesearch.com. 

The Gainesville Regional Airport is an equal opportunity 
employer. We support diversity and are committed to 
creating an inclusive environment for employees.

How To Apply

To apply online, click here.

Deadline for applications: January 18, 2026

The contacts for this search are: 

Theresia Schatz, A.A.E. 
sia@adkexecutivesearch.com

Kim Kenville, Ph.D., C.M. 
kim@adkexecutivesearch.com

mailto:sia@adkexecutivesesearch.com
mailto:kim@adkexecutivesearch.com
mailto:admin@adkexecutivesearch.com
https://careers-adkexecutivesearch.icims.com/jobs/1917/2025-gnv-ceo/job

